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grammar of the 


pr^eMbm^ U °r *1 JU ^’ wben evei 7 tetter has its 
accent or ^ f a !' d — 1 n CVery f y [hbk Jias its proper 

for lire rc.rni of quanolv arc^ot explaioej ; and rules 

innumerable excei tuns ^ Li' l!” 1 } £ ° b , § IV,;n ’ l)tll> 8 iut) jetf to 
lhail We propcf/ h e ' er 1 ha ™ rc-id or formed, I 

the fonnef Slab^ eS i/r r m Cl1 ^ a ^' x5ng 3 teimili ation, 

2£3 ?ff> mm* lover, feoffer, fairer 

' 2 Hi (THU*' J r ine f J> &**&' mkkf y' **&• 1 ’ 

radical ^ojd lb lf S lorme<3 by U c - ixin S a fyllable to the 

as to her t h f7 COmrr ' on Jy the accent on the latter j 
E * to beget, to befeem, tobejldw. 

the* verb ? y V ’ 1LlbJes ’ w , hlLjl ar c at once nouns and verbs, 

.1.= nou„ on tte SSfi. a t 

f ’ 10 cmmt > a ctmg M 5 to contrast, a contrast. 

^ ml! «*» la« their 
a , ’ ’ ni 0, ‘ cn have « °« the latter fyliibk; 

1 1 e ^ in ?y n - v ’ a X™- x ■■> i near, as 

in le, as fettle bi£u ? in except allow ; 

/, ;7 ,i as bamjh-, inch, as «w»- 

1 :: C ?t k ; . M1 as " ^ , in V as « W ; 7n 

- hrm-n-i-i ff . » “ CCtrm the former fyJlabie. 

a- UiUyJIable nouns in tr, as t vMfr h .„_ 

the accent on the former Jyllabie. 5 " * 

and c lfo^ y, if “f minatin S >" a confonanc 
j n t p e i aft I Lii ah X 1 ' ' ’ .* ’ or having a diphthong’ 

i- , fl fy b1 ^ ** e PM*> reveal-, or ending in twocon- 

- r ) ir lM? /; hare rhe 3cccnt on t,)e I utrer lyllable 
fitoSW* nouns having a diphthong in the latter 
Jabfe « I? commonly their accent on The latter fyl- 
hbL, as apptanjc ; except words in m h certain, moitn- 


onldSf 1 f u«Sl*^.^*9(S « termination, or 

lord ® U- ' I,C a . C " M ° f thc 

fhd : 'fu\ commending, affiance, . ^ 

9- i n Syllables aiding in ew, 3S iriJsfef, arduous - 
}' , m ' as ••tent ion, accent the firft.* 

fiHMvihM iTyl ! tlldlnS in m ' and atc - accent thc 
1) liable, as countenance, continence, armament, immi- 

u. t „ < •*;;/, propagate, except they be derived from 
words having the accent on the laft, as connivence, £ 

'■ ; . ai. . , OI tile middle lyllable hath a vowel before 

Ivt o conlonanis, as promulgate. 

* i , Trisyllables ending m;, as entity, fpSdfy, Bmy 
i . Si ory,ful>/sdy, c om mon ly accent thc firlt lyllable. 

I2.1n Syllables in re or le accent thc fir ft fyllable 
as ugtlle, theatre , except difciple, and Ionic words which 
a pofition, as £x,i’f)ipU^ cp/jlle, 

r n £t 1 rlI] yJ f lab!« in ude commonly accent the fir ft 
fy 1 lable, as plenitude. 

I , 4 * - 1 r, fy l! »bles endine in dor or dour, as creitour, 
or having in the middle ly liable a diphthong, z$ endea- 
vour • or a vowel before two confonants, as Smtftkk, ac- 
cent the middle lyllable. 

i j. Trifly ilables that have their accent on the laft fvl- 
lable are commonly French, as acquie/ce, repartee, ma- 

or wordi; ‘°rmed by prefixing one or two ivl- 
JabiestoanacLite fyflabk, as immature, overcharge. 

iii* f bcS ’ cr word S of more than three fyl- 

lab.es, loilow the accent of the words from which they 

“ ,r ° c [l vcd * as ^gating, con! money, incontinently, com- 
it; t naa&le , cmimtimcabUm f$, 

1 1; ^°. rds , in im have the accent upon the ante- 
] t-mh r , as fahation, perturbation, concoction-, words in 
dour or dor on the penult, as dedicator. 

\?* ^ £>rd5 , Cf ! din S in le commonly have the accent 
mi the hril lyllable, as emu able, unlefs the fecond fyl- 

lable have a vowel before two confonants, as com- 
mjtme. 

1 9* ^ ur ^ s en ^^S 10 have the accent on the ante- 

pcnjlt, as uxorious ^ voluptuous, 

*° 9 “ding in ly have their accent on tin 

tepeiitik, as pufukmmUy^ activity. 


Tht^c rules are not advanced as com pleat or ihfkTliM* k 
poled as uicful Aimoll every rule of eecry Jac^uaec ^ 

ceptsons f and in EngHth* in other tongues, much mu if he l * ^ 

b, r example and authority, 'Perhaps more and batei juU 
given tliat have elcapcd my oblervation. Ild ^ ^ 



Bray ton, 
Brydtn, 


ie 


an- 


given 

Versification is the arrangement of a certain num 
her of lyllables according to certain laws* ^ 

The feet of our verles are either iambick, as air, 
create $ or trochaiek, as holy^ lofty . m 

Our iambick meafure comprifes verfts 

Of four fyllables, 

Mofl. good, moft fair, 

Or things as rare. 

To call you’s loft ; 

For all the coft 
Words can beftow, 

So poorly fliow 
Upon your praife. 

That all the ways 
Senfe hath, come fiiort. 

With ravifli'd ears 
The monarch hears. 

This while we are abroad. 

Shall we not touch our lyre ? 

Shall we not ling an ode ? 

. Shall that holy fire. 

In us that ftrongly glow’d, - 
In this cold air expire ? 

T hough in the utrnoft Peak 
A while we do remain, 

Amongft thc mountains bleak, 

Expos’d ro fleet and rain. 

No fport our hours Aral! break. 

To exercife our vein. 

Who though bright Phoebus’ beams 
Refrefh the fouthern ground, 

And though the princely Thames 
With beauteous nymphs abound. 

And by old Camber s ftreanis 
Be many wonders found j 

Yet many rivers clear 

Here glide in filver lwathes. 

And what ot all moft dear, 

Buxton’s delicious baths. 

Strong ale and noble chear, 

1 * aflivage breem winter’s fcaches. 

In places far or near. 

Or famous, or obfeure, 

Where wholefom is the air, 

Or where the moft i mpure, 

YU times, and every where, 

l he mule is ftill in ure. Drayton. 

Ot tight, which is the ulual meafure for fnort 
poems, 

And may at Jaft my weary age 
b ind out the peaceful hermitage, 

Tne hairy gown, and molly cell, 
yvhere I ma y f lt> ari j nightly lpcij 
Of ev ry ftar the- Iky doth lhew. 

And ev’ry herb that lips the dew, Milica. 

Or ten, which is the common meafure of heroick and 
tragiek poetry. 

bull In the midft of this created fpace 
Betwixt heav’n earth, and Ikies, there fta.nds a place 
Confining on all three ; with triple bound - 

Y hence all things, though remote, are view’d 
around, 

And thither bring their undulating found. 

7 nc palace oi loud Fame, her feat of p 
Flat d on the lumnjit of a lofty tow’r ; 

A thou (and winding entries long and wide 
Receive oi frelh reports a flowing tide. 
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A thou land crannies m the walls a;e » 

Nor gate nor bars exclude the bu y trade. 

’Tis built of brals, the better to d dm C 
The Ipreading founds, and multiply t « news? 
Where echo’s in repeated echos play . 

A mart for ever full ; and open n,ght and uay. 

Nor filenre is within, nor voice expre. , 

But a deaf noife of founds that never ceaie 
Confus’d and chiding, like the hollow rare 
Of tides/ receding from tli’ inlulted fliorc ; 

Or like the broken thunder, heard horn iai. 

When Jove to diftance drives the ro.iing war. 

The courts are fill’d with a tumultuous din 
Of crouds, or iffiling forth, or cutting in: 

A thorough-iare of news where fome deyife 
rhinos never heard, fome mingle truth with he* - 
The Troubled air with empty founds they beat. 
Intent to hear, and eager to repeat. Dry den. 

In all thefe meafures the accents are to be placed on 
even fyllables v and every line confidered by ittelf is 
more harmonious, as this rule is more flnUly ob- 

ferved* 


Our trochaick meafures are 

Of three fyllables 5 

Here we may 
Think and pray* 

Before death 
Stops our breath : 

Other joys 
Are but toys. 

Of five, 

In the days of old, 

Stories plainly told. 

Lovers felt annoy. 

Of feven, 

Faireft piece of welfbrmM earth, 

Urge not thus your haughty birth. 

In thefe meafures the accent is to be placed on the odd 
fyllables. 

I uefe are the meafures which are now in ufe, and above the reft 
thofc of fever* , eight, and ten fyllables. Our ancient poets wrote 
verfes fomctimcs of twelve fyllables^ as Drayton’s Folyolbion. 

Of all the Cambrian ftiires their heads that bear fo high, 

And farth'ft fmrvey their foils with an ambitious eye* 

Mervmia for her hills, as for their matehlefs crowds, 

The ncareft that are faid to kds the wand ring cloudy 
Efpecial audience craves, offended with the throng. 

That (he of all the reft siegle£fced was fo long ; 

AH edging for herfelE when through the Saxons pride. 

The godlike race of Brute to Severn’s fettine; fide 
Were cruelly inforc'd, her mountains did relieve 
Thofe whom devouring w ar elfe every where did grieve. 

And when all Wales befide (by fortune or by mightj 
Unto Her ancient foe rcfignM her ancient right, 

A conftant maiden ftill (he only did remain, 

The laft her genuine laws which floutly did retain. 

And as each one is prais’d for her peculiar things ; 

So only (he is rich, in mountains, meres, and fprings, 

And holds herfelf as great in her fuperfliiQus wafte, 

As others by their towns, and fruitful tillage grac'd. 
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His purpos’d journey, is didraa. 

The verfe or twelve tines, called an Ahxmuitim, is now only ufect 
to diveify heroick lines. 

Walter was fmooth, but Pry den taught to join | 

The varving vurfe, the full-refounding Im . t 

•{ S “* c “ rs ' d ’” 1 

T |,c rau f. ill (he Alexandrine mull be at rl.e Cxth f.ll.ib.c. 

TW enrfe nf 

meafure of verfes, coDfiftmg alternately ot eight t?UDic 

She to receive thy radiant name, 

Seleils a whiter ipace. 

When all fliall praife, and cvry lay 

Devote a wreath to thee. 

That day, for come it will, that day 
Shall I lament to fee. 

„ , mr-ifuifl very quick and lively, and therefore 

js&trz. ,ht 

the accent reils upon every third lyllable. 

Mav I govern my pillions svith abfolute fway, 

And grow wifer and better as life wears away. 

In this meafure a fyllable is often retrenched from the firth foot, as 

Diogenes furly and proud. 

I think not of I ris, nor I'ris of me. 

xw r p mc ,f ures are varied by many combinations, and fometimer 
b/doubk endings, either with or without rhyme, as m the heroic, 

meafure. 

’Tis heav'rt itfclf that points out an hercalter ? 

And intimates eternity to man. 

So in that of eight fyllables, 

They neither added nor confounded t 
They neither wanted nor abounded. 

In that of feven, 

For refinance X could fear none, 

But with twenty fhips )ia,d done. 

What thou, brave and happy Vernon* 

Haft atchiev’d with fix atone. 

In that of fix, 

Twas when the fess were roaring. 

With hollow blafts of wind, 

A damfel lay deploring. 

All on a rock reclin'd. 

In the anapeflick. 

When terrible tempefts aflail us. 

And mountainous billows aiFright, 

Nor power nor wealth can avail ub, 

But fldlful induftry fteers right. 

To thefe meafures, and their laws, may be reduced every fpecici 
of EngUfh verfe. 

Our verlification admits of few licences, except a 
fynalapha, or elifion of e in the before a vowel, as t If eter- 
nal -, and more rarely of o in to, as f accept ; and a fy - 
natrefu, by which two ibort vowels coalelce into one 
fyllable, as qttejlion, f pedal ; or a word is con traced by 
the expulfion of a fhort vowel before a liquid, as av'rice, 
temperance. 

Thus have I coll tried rules and examples, hy which the Englifh 
language may be learned, if the reader be already acquainted with 
grammatical term:, or taught by a mailer to thofe that are more 
ignorant. To have written a grammar for fuch as are yet 

p®'.> . i t . .i r.t i . i i _ _ i- ... 1 . I „ n 
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